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Musical Interval Study GuidePerfect Unison (P1)

0 Half-Steps / Consonant

Sounds Like - Same Note 

Minor 2nd (m2)

1 Half-Step / Dissonant

Sounds Like - Pink Panther, Fur Elise, Jaws

Major 2nd (M2)

2 Half-Steps / Dissonant

Sounds Like - Happy Birthday

Minor 3rd (m3)

3 Half-Steps / Consonant

Sounds Like - O Canada, Brahms Lullaby

Major 3rd (M3)

4 Half-Steps / Consonant

Sounds Like - When the Saints Go Marching In

by Doug Wallace
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Ó Œ ‰ jœ œ# œ ˙ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ
3 3 œ œ .˙

& ˙ ˙

&
ex. Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
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ex. My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean
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Perfect 4th (P4)

5 Half-Steps / Consonant

Sounds Like - Here Comes the Bride, Auld Lang Syne, Taps

Tritone (Augmented 4th or Diminished 5th)

6 Half-Steps / Dissonant

Sounds Like - Maria from West Side Story, The Simpsons

Perfect 5th (P5)

7 Half-Steps / Consonant

Sounds Like - Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Minor 6th (m6)

8 Half-Steps / Consonant

Sounds Like - The Entertainer

Major 6th (M6)

9 Half-Steps / Consonant

Sounds Like - NBC Theme, My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean
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Minor 7th (m7)

10 Half-Steps / Dissonant

Sounds Like - Somewhere from West Side Story, Star Trek

Major 7th (M7)

11 Half-Steps / Dissonant

Sounds Like - 1st to 3rd note of Somewhere Over the Rainbow

Perfect Octave (P8)

12 Half-Steps / Consonant

Sounds Like - 1st to 2nd note of Somewhere Over the Rainbow

Interval Quiz

1. Identify each of the following intervals by sight, writing down the answers as quickly as possible.

2. Have a friend play these intervals for you (out of order) to see if you can recognize them by ear.

Answer Key (backwards 20-1): M2,m7,M3,P8,P5,TRI,m3,P4,m6,M2,M7,M3,m2,TRI,P8,M6,m3,PU,P5,P4 


